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How did you come to the world of ice climbing?:
In the mid 70’s I was struck with the advances in ice climbing that was developing in the Canadian Rockies.  Visiting Banff and Lake Louise (the Wapta Traverse) on a ski touring trip in January, 1974, I realized that a new frontier of winter climbing was on the threshold.  My future dreams in mountaineering would flow only with mastering the techniques of ascending frozen water ice. Fortunately, I was introduced to one of the ice masters of the era, a man named Laurie Skreslet, during the winter of 1975-76. I was in the Rockies to attempt the 4th winter ascent of Mt. Assiniboine. That amazing season, after climbing Assiniboine, I was lucky to be tutored by Laurie on numerous moderate ice routes in the area. Then, over the next few winter seasons, I learned tons from his patient but intense style of climbing. These winter climbing experiences helped open up vast, new possibilities: particularly, in January and February of 1977, the first winter ascents of the North Face of Mt. Temple and the Super Couloir of Mt. Deltaform.  
What inspires and attracts you to ice climbing?:
I have been enthralled with the alpine environment all my life.  The ability to move over complicated terrain rapidly and efficiently has been a priority in a long mountaineering career.  Winter season adds some complex twists to the mountaineering environment and ice climbing, at it’s center, is a thinking man’s sport where several trains of thought are intertwined in every moment of a day’s adventure. This complexity is what attracts me most.

What are your favorite areas for Ice and Mixed Climbing?:
Without a doubt, the Canadian Rockies is my favorite area to mix climb in.  There is no end of possibilities here. We have only just begun to uncover the potential of mixed climbing in the Rockies of Canada.  Pure ice climbing is outstanding here, too. However, I would have to mention the fjords of Norway in this regard.  Though the season is not predictable, like it is in the Canadian Rockies, the possibilities are vast.  Given the right conditions, I believe Norway is the future of “big wall” ice climbing.

Can you name an unforgettable moment while ice climbing?:
In the winter of 1978 I set off up the steep pillar of Pilsner Pillar in Field, British Columbia.  I had no idea if it was possible to free climb the column given my gear and experience at the time.  To my knowledge, Pilsner had had one free ascent by ice pioneer John Roskelley plus it’s original, aided ascent by Calgarian climbing legend, John Lauchlan. I required about 4 hours to free climb the difficult pillar, bracing myself on 3 points of contact for long periods to place screws with one hand in the most awkward of settings. Some sections were Chandelier ice for meters. I was completely exhausted at the top.  My belayer, Mark Whalen, was completely frozen, as well! That ascent was very memorable in that steep ice features became “visible” to me as part of all future climbs.  

What are some of your projects for the next winter seasons?:
I’d like to make an ascent of the long Suntori ice/mixed route on the Banff-Jasper Highway.   


